Book reviews
A copy of this letter was sent to Dr Nassar, whose reply follows: Dear Sir, Whereas multiple myeloma osteolytic lesions of the skull and other bones occur in 2/3 of patients affected, myeloma soft tissue mass occurs in only 15% (and 5% of those occur over the vertebral column with nerve root compression). Furthermore, the forehead mass remained in spite of standard treatment with chemotherapy.
Although radiotherapy is known to shrink multiple myeloma soft tissue mass, and help control bone pain, there is little convincing evidence that it alters ultimate survival in patients with a high tumour cell mass. Sincerely MUNIR E NASSAR Ross, Finlay and Bruce. None appears to have excelled academically until travel and an awakened social conscience provided the necessary spur to action.
Edinburgh's links with Leiden receive attention in both historical and contemporary context, Leiden contributing to an impressive symposium devoted to new concepts in organ transplantation, medical genetics, infection and immunity and transfusion and blood products. Ties with America and the Commonwealth are illustrated chiefly through Edinburgh's influence upon postgraduate education, a notable paper by Borkataky outlines progress being made in India against impossible odds.
A great opportunity was missed, however, in the concluding symposium which purported to examine a future role for the Colleges. Speakers, with a few notable exceptions, dwelt largely upon
